
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



117 JanuaiySl, 1908 

4. Doctors favor it for the fee they get for vaccination. — This tri- 
fling argument may be answered by the statement that vaccination is 
performed free of charge by Government officials, and the cost thereof 
is borne by the city or State wherever vaccination is compulsory. 

5. All smallpox statistics are false. — Whether or not records are 
kept, smallpox does exist and kills or scars its victims and the fact 
of its existence and its danger remains, even if the disease is disguised 
under the name of measles, chicken pox, Philippine itch, or any other 
designation. 

CONCLUSION. 

During the past live years smallpox in the United States has shown 
a steady and gratifying decrease. In 1902 there were reported 54,014 
cases with 2,083 deaths; during 1906 there were reported 12,503 
cases with 90 deaths. This decrease has doubtless been brought 
about by increased vigilance on the part of State and national authori- 
ties and the wide dissemination of information in regard to the 
prevention of the disease. Many cities and States have enacted ordi- 
nances requiring the vaccination of all children before they are 
allowed to attend the public schools. In Germany, where vaccination 
is compulsory and universal, during the year 1906 there were, accord- 
ing to reports received by the Public Health and Marine-Hospital 
Service, in the whole Empire but 26 cases of smallpox with 5 deaths," 
and these cases were largely imported from neighboring countries, 
where smallpox is prevalent and unchecked by general vaccination. 
The experience of Germany, where compulsory vaccination has been 
in force for thirty years, proves conclusively that smallpox as existing 
in the United States is entirely unnecessary, and vaccination and 
revaccination can not be too strongly urged as the only means of 
removing this pest from our midst. 

Reports from San Francisco, Gal. — Status of plague — Plague-pre- 
vention work. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue reports for the week ended Janu- 
ary 18 : 

SAN FRANCJSCO, CAL. 

Sick inspected- 47 

Dead inspected 78 

Necropsies held 2 

Premises inspected 7, 015 

Houses disinfected 87 

Houses destroyed 16 

Buildings condemned 11 

Nuisances abated 701 

Rats found dead 268 

Rats trapped 4, 022 

Rats identified : 

Mus decumauus 2,154 

Mus rattus 66 

Mus musculus 139 

Total _-_ 2,359 

a See Public Health Reports June 29, 1906, December 28, 1906. 
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Bounty rats received 2, 475 

Rats infected with bacillus pestis 19 

Rats examined bacteriologically 1,371 

Poisons placed 374,011 

Contacts inspected 56 

Doctor Blue further reports plague-prevention work at Oakland. 
Point Richmond, and Emeryville, Cal., carried out during the week 
ended January 11 : 

OAKLAND, CAL. 

Sick inspected 282 

Dead inspected 59 

Premises inspected 2, 674 

Houses disinfected 22 

Nuisances abated 411 

Rats found dead 136 

Rats trapped 1, 767 

Bounty rats received 108 

Poisons placed 59, 797 

Notices served 167 

Ships inspected 32 

POINT RICHMOND, CAL. 

Sick inspected 3 

Premises inspected • 160 

Houses disinfected 1 

Nuisances abated : _ 49 

Rats found dead 80 

Rats trapped 321 

Poisons placed 9, 200 

EMERYVILLE, CAL. 

Dead inspected 1 

Premises inspected 55 

Nuisances abated 4 

Rats found dead 85 

Rats trapped 188 

Poisons placed 2,780 

No new cases of plague — Examination of rats and fleas for plague 
infection — Sanitary measures — Campaign of education in anti- 
plague work. 

Doctor Blue reports, January IT: 

Plague is practically at a standstill, no, case having occurred in 
San Francisco since December 20, or in Oakland since November 12. 
The percentage of plague-infected rats is slightly on the decrease, 
being at present about seven-tenths of 1 per cent of the number 
examined. The rat cases are still widely distributed, occurring in 
most of the districts. 

An investigation is being made into the varieties of rats found 
here. The returns now being received show that the great propor- 
tion of the rats are Mus decumanus. One or two localities furnish 
most of the Mus rattus. All of the live rats are being chloroformed 
and combed to recover the fleas from their bodies. In one district 
20 rats {Mus decumanus) furnished only 1 flea, while 8 rats {Mus 
rattus) had 2 fleas. 

The condemnation of insanitary stables is being actively pushed 
and about 400 have been condemned. Manv owners are now com- 
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plying with the ordinance and putting in concrete floors, sewer con- 
nections, and metal-lined manure bins and feed container 

The San Francisco board of supervisors has in contemplation 
a rat ordinance requiring the use or metal garbage cans, the collec- 
tion and destruction of refuse of all kinds by the municipality, and 
the rat-proofing of all buildings now under course of construction. 

The campaign of educating the general public in order to obtain 
their cooperation in the antiplague work is meeting with good 
results. A number of clubs and improvement associations have sig- 
nified their desire to have lectures delivered to them on the subject 
and in each case one or more officers have been detailed for this duty. 
The executive committee of the State medical society will hold a 
meeting January 18 for the further dissemination of knowledge 
concerning plague and its transmission. About 600 invitations have 
been extended to representative citizens. 

Outgoing quarantine transactions. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Hobdy reports, January 17: 
Week ended January 11. Fifty-four vessels disinfected and cer- 
tified, and 39 vessels certified to. 

Report from Seattle, Wash. — Plague-prevention work. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Cofer reports, January 18 : 

Week ended January 18. 

Kats delivered and cremated- _ 1,254 

Necropsies on rats 1, 188 

Pounds of poison placed - 30 

Vessels fumigated 6 

STATISTICAL KKl'OKTS OF MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY, STATES AND Q1TIES 
OF TUB UNITED STATES — UNTABT7LATED. 

California — San Diego. — Month of December, 1907. Estimated 
population, 40,000. Total number of deaths, 67, including diph- 
theria 1, and 18 from tuberculosis. Cases: Diphtheria 4, and 
measles 1. 

Florida. — Reports to the State board of health for the week ended 
January .18, 1908, show as follows: Diphtheria — Pensacola, 1 case; 
Trilby, 1 case. Enteric fever — Jacksonville, 1 case; Tampa, 1 case. 
Tuberculosis— Jacksonville, 2 cases; Daytona, 2 cases; Newberry, 1 
case. 

Iowa — Keokuk. — Month of December, 1907: Estimated popula- 
tion, 16,000. Total number of deaths, 25, including 1 from tubercu- 
losis. . Cases: Tuberculosis, 1. 

Maine — Portland. — Four weeks ended November 16, 1907: Esti- 
mated population, 56,130. Total number of deaths, 73, including 
diphtheria 1, and 5 from tuberculosis. Cases : Diphtheria 11, enteric 
fever 1, and scarlet fever 8, 



